Arizona Learn & Serve 2003
                          Classification:  1.1

Project Outlines


Program Name:

Chinle High School Service Learning Program

School Name:

Chinle High School –

Chinle Unified School District

Project Location:

PO Box 587

Chinle, AZ 86503

(located in the northeastern portion of the Navajo Nation)

Contact Information:

Ernesto Zamudio

928.674.9560

ezbthnst@citilink.net

Objectives:

·  To develop experiential service learning activities in the 9th-12th grade Agriscience curriculum to tie education to Navajo cultural values

· To combine traditional lifeways with contemporary best practices in a variety of projects

· To foster cultural pride and self esteem, strengthen community ties, demonstrate the relevance of Agriscience education to the community and encourage students to maintain a life-long commitment to community service

Project Description

Under the direction of project coordinator Ernesto Zamudio, the Chinle Service Learning Project will engage 40 students in grades 9-12 in a variety of project activities.  These activities include: 1) expanding an organic garden with 25 Navajo elders; 2) expanding a native plant nursery and use these plants for land restoration; 3) investigate methods of wool washing to recommend simple, resource-efficient techniques; 4) conduct animal health field work; 5) investigate traditional foods for controlling diabetes; 6) obtain certification for food handling and custom butchering; and 7) use communication skills to promote agriscience and agribusiness to the community.   

Coordination with School and Community

The Chinle High School Learn and Serve Project is coordinating with a number of agencies and organizations in the community including NAU, the Chinle Agency Veterinary Clinic, Chinle Senior Citizens Center, Desert Rare Breeds and Drylands Institute, Dine be’iina, Inc., KTNN Radio, Native American Education Fund, the Navajo-Churro Sheep Association, Native Seeds/SEARCH, Sage Memorial Hospital Diabetes Program, Navajo Nation Department of Agriculture, and the Utah State University Extension Program.   On campus, the Agriscience/Agribusiness curriculum will collaborate with the Food Science Department and the CHS Media Services Department.

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

The service learning projects will be coordinated with already funded programs including a USDA/CEREES two-year professional development program to encourage students to pursue post-secondary education and careers in Agriscience and Agribusiness, a three-year grant program for participation in a community archives project funded by the Ford Foundation among others.   Additionally, the projects demonstrate practical applications for the core competencies.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

Through these projects, students will gain a sense of value and have the satisfaction of know2ing that they are important to the continuation of their culture.   Navajo elders will also develop a sense of pride and appreciation for the interest and help both received from and given to youth in the community.
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