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Project Outlines


Program Name:

Northern Arizona Rural Trust (NART) Service Learning Program

School Name:

Multiple schools within NART including Williams, Seligman, Chino Valley, Parks, and Grand Canyon.

Project Location:

Various locations. 

Contact Information:

Beth Packard

928.226.8053

bpackard@apscc.org

Objectives:

·  To expand student involvement in current service learning projects to include participation in identifying community need and planning for implementation of projects

· To integrate service learning projects into the classroom by moving from teacher-centered learning to student-centered learning

Project Description

The Northern Arizona Rural Trust is a cadre of schools/districts in northern Arizona.   Many of the schools serve small, rural communities.   Past service learning projects have engaged students in community beautification, cultural awareness, environmental protection, and vocational education.   Although projects for this year address many of the same needs, NART seeks to expand the program from within by engaging students in every part of the project – from planning to implementation to reflection.   Students will be asked to be involved in discussions/action regarding human and monetary resources, relationship building with community business, and the planning of recognition and celebration events at the end of projects.   Additionally, the program will expand for teachers as well as they will be encouraged to teach academics through the project itself.

Coordination with School and Community

In addition to coordination of activities with teachers across the region, projects will require collaboration with community agencies and organizations.   As NART involves several communities over a broad region, the program will require partnerships that are not only specific to the proposed project, but also conveniently located to the school/community itself.   Past partnerships have included Williams City Clean and Beautiful, the Grand Canyon national Park Service, various Chambers of Commerce, Habitat for Humanity, Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Seligman Historical Society, and the Kaibab National Forest Service.   

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

The service-learning program aligns with NART initiatives that promote place-based education with environmental awareness, oral history, and vocational education.   Arizona Academic and Workplace Standards are integrated into the teaching strategies and curriculum.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

Service learning projects through NART offer students several opportunities for reflection.   During reflection, students are encouraged to write and/or discuss what impact the project had on them.   This allows students to recognize the value of their involvement and builds a sense of pride in what they’ve accomplished.   Celebrations will also give students the opportunity to experience civic pride and citizenship while creating a positive image of youth for the community.
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