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Project Outlines


Program Name:

“We’re Excited About Our Community” Program

School Name:

Omega Academy – (Charter)

Project Location:

1951 W. Camelback Road, Ste. 325

Phoenix, AZ 85015

Contact Information:

Jolene LeFlore

602.938.2092

jleflore@omegak12.com

Objectives:

·  To present a forum of open discussion for youth to express and learn about issues that are relevant within their community

· To channel the desire for community leadership activities into a means of acquiring specific academic standards

· To enable program participants in making an assessment of positive civic leadership and then transfer that definition into effective community action projects

Project Description

The Omega Academy Service Learning Program entitled “We’re Excited About Our Community” seeks to involve fifty students (grades 5-12) in community awareness activities that link students with community-based internship opportunities.   Selected students must meet participant criteria of having low grades/test scores in reading and language arts and be potential candidates for dropping out of school.   Participants will receive twenty hours of leadership training that incorporates workplace skills.   Participants will also engage in 160 hours of creative writing workshops designed to help them improve literacy skills through a service-learning project.   The program will include guest speakers from the community addressing community needs, and participants writing editorials, short stories and news articles, and giving radio/ television interviews to local media.   A student-driven newsletter will be published as well. All projects will pertain to community issues.   In addition to this extensive training, students will also participate in five hours of internship with a local community service organization that reflects a specific civic interest.

Coordination with School and Community

“We’re Excited About Our Community” is coordinated through existing language arts curricula.   Participants will also be supported through partnership with Prudential Youth Leadership Institute, the YMCA, Boy/Girl Scouts, and other organizations presently working with the Omega Academy Arizona IMPACT Afterschool Program.

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

This service-learning project will align with Arizona Academic Standards – particularly in the area of language arts.   Omega Academy has existing partnerships with America Reads and Anytown.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

“We’re Excited About Our Community” emphasizes the importance of building relationships between school and community.   Students will gain a sense of pride and citizenship through their participation in internship and their research on community needs.   Responsibility will develop as students determine the best ways to meet those needs.
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