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Project Outlines


Program Name:

Project THRILL: 

To Help Readers Is to Love Life

School Name:

Apache Elementary School –

Peoria Unified School District

Project Location:

8633 W. John Cabot Road

Peoria, AZ 85382

Contact Information:

Vivian Hunt

623.486.6068

or

Tom MacKenzie

623.486.6068

tmackenz@peoriaud.k12.az.us

Objectives:

· To identify those students in grades 1-8 who have been assessed as reading below grade level and who are not served by the LEAP Program

· To pair reading-deficient students with adult volunteers trained in tutoring strategies and procedures

· To deliver tutoring assistance to identified students in an effort to close the gap between actual performance levels and grade-level expectations

· To promote a love for literacy as a means of improving reading levels and test scores

Project Description

Project THRILL: To Help Readers Is to Love Life links trained tutors with students who struggle with reading.   The program is designed to provide intervention for students identified as below grade level through Stanford 9 testing, District CRTs, or classroom assessment.   The focus of the program is to narrow the gaps between student potential and performance with low achieving students in grades one through eight.   Using engaging, high interest materials and one-on-one tutors from an adult living community (Westbrook Village), Future Teacher’s Academy, the City of Peoria Fire Department, upper grade students, and parent volunteers, Project THRILL promotes a love for literacy and improves reading levels and test scores.

Coordination with School and Community

Community involvement is a vital component of Project THRILL.  The combined efforts of volunteers from throughout the community give students the extra support they need to be successful readers.   In addition to meeting for tutoring session twice a week, there will be several opportunities to reach out and bring the community into the school to promote Project THRILL through family nights at the school.   These family nights involve local business, city agencies, school personnel and families.   These outreach opportunities include, among other things, a mini-campout in the cafeteria where project participants are invited to bring their sleeping bags and stacks of books to read while munching on hot dogs and s’mores.

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

Project THRILL directly addresses the Arizona Academic Standards.   This is achieved specifically through Language Arts Standard One: Reading Outcomes which states that students will draw conclusions based on the text, restate information from a reading selection, identify the main idea and relevant facts in a reading selection, and compare characters in a reading selection.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

Project THRILL fosters the development of a sense of citizenship, responsibility and civic pride by using volunteers as an integral part of the program.   These volunteers are seen as heroes to all, but especially to young people in need.   These are citizens who share real-life stories, providing a role model in citizenship for these children.
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