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Project Outlines


Program Name:

YUHSD Mentoring Program 

School Name:

Cibola High School –

Yuma Union High School District

Project Location:

4100 W. 20th Street

Yuma, AZ 85364

Contact Information:

Cheryl Wagner

928-783-7837 ext. 733
fax: 928.782.0093

cwagner@yumaed.org

Objectives:

·  To support and enrich the intellectual, social and emotional development of students working toward English fluency through one-on-one mentoring

·  To provide an additional program other than ESL that affords those students an environment that is inviting and specifically-designed to help them feel like an integral part of the school community

· To involve adults from a variety of professions as mentors in an effort to communicate real-life work experiences and advice to students interested in particular fields (job shadowing)

Project Description

The YUHSD Mentoring Program seeks to provide students working toward English fluency an opportunity to receive one-on-one mentoring from professionals in the community.   Through individualized attention, these students will develop positive relationships with mentors – relationships that will help combat poor attendance, poor academic performance, and negative social behaviors.   The program will also provide students with an additional program – outside of ESL classes – that works toward connecting them with the school, increasing their self-esteem, and goal setting.   

Coordination with School and Community

The project coordinator makes public presentations to several community agencies and businesses to solicit volunteers for the mentoring program.   Existing mentors come from a variety of different professional backgrounds.   Students and their mentors meet once a week during school time.   The mentor meets with the project director to determine what lesson plan will directly address the student’s academic abilities and build trust between student and mentor.   Mentors are encouraged to talk about their work experiences, help their student visit a work site that interests them, discuss goals and devise a plan for working toward those goals.   
Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

The YUHSD mentoring program addresses two school reform initiatives in particular.   Firstly, the project director encourages mentors to incorporate reading exercises into weekly lesson plans.   Additionally, students participate in weekly meetings with peers in the program, students summarize and share experiences they had while making business site visits.  This type of participation addresses Arizona Language Arts Standard 3 that states that students will be able to “communicate information expressively, informatively and analytically through a variety of media to audiences inside or outside of school”.
Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

Civic pride is generated when students have visible, recurring examples of volunteerism in their lives.  They see and feel the benefit of taking time out of one’s life to help another.   The trust and confidence a mentor has in their student builds self-confidence, determination, and pride in one’s work.
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