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Project Outlines


Program Name:

Service Learning Adult Volunteer Program  (Murphy Family Center)

School Name:

Ira A. Murphy Elementary –

Peoria Unified School District
Project Location:

7231 W. North Lane

Peoria, AZ 85345

Contact Information:

Rae Conelley

623.412.4477

rconelley@peoriaud.k12.az.us

Objectives:

· To involve parents in the Murphy community as volunteers at the school, particularly in the Murphy Family Center

· To help parents recognize their value as volunteers and as a vital part of their child’s intellectual and academic growth

· To give parent volunteers the information and motivation to encourage other community members to volunteer 

· To encourage parents to use the school and it’s programs as resources for becoming more effective parents

· To utilize parent volunteers in efficiently and effectively serving 

1) the community through the Murphy Family Center and 2) Murphy students by having a presence in the classroom and on campus

Project Description

The Ira Murphy Elementary Service Learning Adult Volunteer Program will focus on a growing a staff-selected cadre of parents who are willing to volunteer, but are unaware of how they can help, how valuable their help is, and how their volunteerism positively affects a child’s education.   By establishing a visible presence on campus, the adult volunteers will not only help serve the community and students, but will become advocates for using the school as a community resource.   Adult volunteers will be placed in the Murphy Family Center – a resource room open to the community that contains a wide variety of information and materials on parenting and education.   Adult volunteers will assist the community in finding the materials/information they need.   Additionally, adult volunteers will be used in the classroom via such activities as listening to children read.

Coordination with School and Community

The Ira Murphy Service Learning Project will select a core of adult/parent volunteers who will meet monthly with administrators, the Murphy Family Center coordinator, and teachers to talk about different school activities, successes, and challenges.   With grant funds, select volunteers and staff will attend relevant workshops that will increase awareness of opportunities for both adults and children in the school community.

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

Having adult volunteers in the classrooms listening to children read addresses the Arizona Academic Standard 3 for Listening and Speaking which states that students will effectively listen and speak in situations that serve different purposes and involve a variety of audiences.  

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

By giving volunteers the opportunity to participate as intricate members of the school community, it is hoped that they will become leaders among parents who will encourage others to become more involved with the school and their child’s education. 
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