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Project Outlines


Program Name:

Keen Elementary Adult Volunteer Program

School Name:

Julia Keen Elementary –

Tucson Unified School District

Project Location:

3538 E. Ellington Place

Tucson, AZ 85713

Contact Information:

Sue Yockey

520.232.7600

sue.yockey@tusd.k12.az.us

Objectives:

· To expand the adult volunteer program with training for tutoring and other instructional support activities

· To take steps to ensure that the adult volunteer program will provide consistent support to teachers and students

· To increase student participation as peer tutors and creators of lending library audiocassettes

· To increase student achievement in reading through placement in SFA reading program and improved scores on local, state, and national standardized reading assessments

· To increase student achievement in listening and comprehension as measured by local, state, and national standardized tests

· Create a lending library of audio cassettes and tape players with stories from the reading program, varied children’s literature and content area materials

Project Description

The Keen Elementary Adult Volunteer Program seeks to involve adults from the community in the promotion and enhancement of school-wide literacy programs.   Specifically, adult volunteers will 1) work with students to create audiotapes that target literacy initiatives, 2) tutor and/or mentor students, and 3) expose students to the skills and benefits of storytelling.   Keen Elementary has identified storytelling as a unique and successful method of improving student literacy levels.   As such, storytelling and related activities will be central to the activities adult volunteers will participate in.   Working under the guidance of a professional storyteller, students will listen to various children’s stories and be encouraged to re-tell those stories on tape and/or re-tell it through writing, drawing, or acting.   Assistance from adults in the community is crucial to the success of this program.

Coordination with School and Community

With a process of adult and student volunteer recruitment already in place, Keen Elementary anticipates a need for at least 20 adult volunteers assigned to work with specific child volunteers, classrooms or targeted students to create strong, mentoring relationships.   Volunteers will meet at the end of each trimester with teachers and student volunteers to discuss the program, it’s implementation and how they perceive their participation.   Adults will have the opportunity to hear how their efforts have positively effected the lives of Keen students.   

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

Keen Elementary has been chosen by the Tucson Unified School District superintendent as one of seventeen schools to participate in a three year Student Achievement: Accountability for Results (STAAR) initiative.   The adult volunteer program activities are in clear alignment with Arizona Academic Standards and school council goals and objectives.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

Student responsibility and citizenship is generated and developed through the recruitment and utilization of student tutors/volunteers.   Students are selected to participate through a nomination and interview process.   As leaders in their school, these selected students serve as positive, social, and academic role models for their younger schoolmates.   Adult volunteers will gain a sense of pride in the school and students they help when they hear the success stories relayed in the monthly meetings.
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