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Project Outlines


Program Name:

Mentoring Minds Program

School Name:

Madison Heights Elementary –

Madison School District

Project Location:

5601 N. 16th Street

Phoenix, AZ 85016

Contact Information:

Denise Donovan

602.664.7810

ddonovan@msd38.org

Objectives:

·  To move the Mentoring Minds Program forward in scope and size to continue supporting teachers in educating children

· To develop and maintain new and existing partnerships with a variety of community groups with focused interest in improving student literacy

·  To provide adult volunteers with mentor/tutor training, as well as technical/computer and publishing training to enhance their support for teachers and students in the classrooms

· To encourage and increase the publishing capabilities of students’ writing through the continued expansion of the existing Publishing Center

· To expand and develop community outreach programs

Project Description

The Mentoring Minds Program at Madison Heights Elementary seeks to bridge the gap between the number of volunteers available and the number needed to support teachers and students.   In an effort to support all students at Madison Heights, the mentoring coordinator will work closely with community groups to generate consistent, well-trained volunteers.   Madison Heights currently works with America Reads, OASIS, BookPals, Jewish Federation, and RSVP as a means of locating volunteers.   Volunteers will be utilized in a number of different capacities, all of which are focused on improving literacy in the school. One of the ways the Mentoring Minds Program seeks to improve literacy is through the school’s Publishing Center.  This center takes student writings and creates a hard-cover book of that student’s work.   Mentoring Minds would train and schedule volunteers to assist in meeting the school’s goal of publishing three books from each of the 451 students at Madison Heights.

Coordination with School and Community

The Mentoring Minds coordinator will work with existing partnerships as well as investigate/develop new partnerships to ensure that the pool of volunteers available can accommodate the school’s needs.   Most volunteers receive two 12-hour training sessions with the OASIS training manual, which gives them the tools and confidence they need to make a difference in a child’s education.   Additionally, volunteers will attend monthly meetings to discuss progress, address challenges and receive new information.   

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

Volunteers will provide experiences that directly support and incorporate the Arizona Academic Standards and the district’s literacy model – Learning Network.   All programs are consistent with the district’s mission statement and meet many components of America’s Promise – a national commitment to ensure that America’s youth have the help they need to lead healthy, fulfilling and productive lives.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

Adult volunteers provide an example of good citizenship to students.   Students see that in order for a community to be strong and healthy every person must positively contribute.   The hope is that students who witness volunteerism may be more likely to be a volunteer themselves.  The program helps foster a sense of personal responsibility in students that is positively reflected in their work.
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