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Project Outlines


Program Name:

Partners Assisting in Literacy and Leadership (PALS)

School Name:

Rogers Elementary –

Tucson Unified School District

Project Location:

6000 E. 15th Street

Tucson, AZ 85711

Contact Information:

Gretchen Roward

520.581.7100

rowardaz@aol.com

Objectives:

· To improve students achievement in literacy and leadership 

· To increase the number of adult tutors/mentors at Rogers School

· To provide quality training for PALS volunteers

· To provide quality support services for PALS volunteers

Project Description

The Partners Assisting in Literacy and Leadership program seeks to recruit, train and support community members and parents as tutors and mentors with preschool-5th grade students.   The PALS program emphasizes literacy and leadership through various activities.   Adult volunteers work to supplement the Literacy Assistance Project (LAP) which is designed to assist students whose reading and writing reflect struggle and frustration.   Adult volunteers can serve in a number of different ways.   Volunteers can be Read Aloud PALS who go into the classroom and read with students at the pre-school and kindergarten level, Literacy PAL tutors who provide one-on-one literacy tutoring for 1st-5th grade students, or Special Project PALS/Garden Mentors who come to the school and share special skills, talents or experiences with students.    

Coordination with School and Community

Parents will be notified of the PALS program through the weekly school newsletter, periodic flyers to be sent home with students and face-to-face invitations from project and school staff.   A number of community partners have agreed to assist in identifying and recruiting adult volunteers for the PALS program.  They include Read and Seed, Old Pueblo Rotary Club, Volunteer Center of Tucson, Wilshire Heights Neighborhood Association, OASIS Intergenerational Tutoring Program, Canyon Ranch Faces of Change initiative, and Lawyers for Literacy.

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

The PALS Program is correlated with the LAP instructional methodology and the Arizona Academic Standards in Language Arts.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

The intergenerational aspect of the PALS program makes it a natural vehicle for promoting citizen ship, responsibility and civic pride.   Volunteers will be ideally situated to share their life experience with students and to think with them about the many ways one can participate and contribute as a citizen.   The example of their own volunteer work is a powerful demonstration to students of the importance of service to the community.
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