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Project Outlines


Program Name:

Windows Project –

Painted Desert Demonstration Project


School Name:

STAR School (Charter) 

Project Location:

145 Leupp Road

Flagstaff, AZ 85004

Contact Information:

Sandra Wilson

928.606.7419

isnala@angelfire.com

Objectives:

·  To connect STAR students with adults in their community in an effort to better understand their heritage and culture

· To enable adults an opportunity to work side-by-side with students while gaining valuable experience and training in media/technology

· To guide students in creating a permanent record that illustrates the cultural history and environment of the region

Project Description

The STAR School has recognized a growing lack of student interest in understanding and preserving their heritage.   As such, the school has developed a program that simultaneously addresses the need to learn about the future (technology) while researching the past (oral history).   Adult volunteers – many of them elders in the community – will be recruited to give presentations on their life experience, culture and heritage as a means of linking students with their past.   Their stories will then be preserved in a presentation/document created by students.   The information will be presented in both film format as well as written. Students will work side by side with elders to create this document which will then be distributed to area schools and to the volunteers who participated in the project.

Coordination with School and Community

Project staff will recruit volunteers in this sparsely populated area.   It is a tremendous challenge because of the primitive road and living conditions.   Many in the community do not have electricity or running water.   Additional challenges lie in the hesitance some elders have in relaying information specific to their own belief system.   However, the goal is to involve one volunteer a week in sharing his/her own memories of the past.   Project staff will be responsible for recruiting volunteers as well as driving them to the school and home again after presentation as many of them have no transportation of their own.

Coordination with School Reform Initiatives

The Windows Project will address Arizona Academic Standards particularly Language Standard: 3LD03which requires students to “Communicate information expressively, informatively and analytically through a variety of media to audiences inside or outside of school”.

Citizenship, Responsibility, and 

Civic Pride Outcomes

This project carries with it tremendous potential for civic pride and community bonding.   Volunteers will recognize the nature and depth of the academic responsibilities their students possess while student will recognize the value of life experience as a teaching tool.   Both parties will have to rely on each other to effectively and accurately complete the assignment.   Such reliance will build trust, understanding, and appreciation for each other.
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