Foreword

Service Learning is an instructional method that lends relevance to academic content by engaging students in meaningful service that is linked directly with the academic curriculum. This document is intended to be a guideline in identifying the essential skills, both civic and academic, that students are developing as a result of being involved in Service Learning.  This guide is not intended to limit the scope or diversity of Service Learning activities, but to provide a tool that can assist in the careful integration of Service Learning strategies into academic curricula. 

The designers of this curriculum framework believe that there is no “cookie cutter” way to design a Service Learning program.  They also believe that the essential skills and concepts students develop from using Service Learning as a method of teaching academic content are similar regardless of the type of service the students are providing. They have attempted to identify many of those skills and concepts in this document in the form of competencies and also identify the appropriate academic standards the skill or concept is teaching or reinforcing.  It is the hope of the Service Learning Curriculum Framework Design Team that this guide will provide a valuable structure in incorporating Service Learning teaching strategies that will both reinforce civic responsibility and enhance academic learning.
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